
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 29, 2013  

 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama: 
 
Congratulations on your re-election, and thank you for reaffirming your commitment to tackle the 

challenge of climate change.  We appreciate that your administration has taken critical steps to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and proposed cutting carbon pollution from new power 

plants, two important first steps towards setting the nation on the path to cut greenhouse gases. 

 

As you said during the campaign, “Climate change is not a hoax.  More droughts and floods and 

hurricanes and wildfires are not a joke.  They’re a threat to our children’s future.  And we can do 

something about it.” 

 

As state legislators we agree.  Climate change threatens the health of our families, our communities and 

the planet.  Our response will be a lasting legacy that will measure our service in public office.  We must 

act promptly. 

 

We urge you to continue moving forward to reign in greenhouse gas emissions during your second term 

by building on the fuel efficiency standards and by finalizing the proposed rule to reduce carbon 

pollution from new power plants and proposing standards to address our nation’s aging power plants. 

Power plants are our nation’s largest source of carbon pollution and you have legal authority to clean 

them up under the Clean Air Act. 

 

Super storm Sandy, and the other extreme weather events of the past twelve months, have made it 

tragically clear that many communities are vulnerable to climate change.  We can and we must build 

back better – with investment in sustainable infrastructure.  Investments in energy efficiency and 

renewable power can help mitigate the damage being done by a warming climate. Surely the “deniers” 

can be made to understand the enormous costs of inaction.  The billions of dollars the public will invest 

in response to weather events cannot be tolerated from a budgetary perspective and this point needs to 

be driven home to those whose answer to climate change is to simply deny its existence. 

 



While cutting carbon pollution at home will establish America’s leadership and credibility, we can and 

must immediately address the short term greenhouse gas emissions like methane, smog, black carbon 

and others.  Reducing these emissions is not only economically feasible but essential to near term 

results in attacking the cause of climate change.  Taken together with your accomplishment in doubling 

the use of clean renewable energy, action on limiting climate pollution from power plants will 

demonstrate real leadership in forging an effective international coalition to cut global greenhouse gas 

pollution. 

 

Mr. President, we know where the pollution is. Let’s go get it. We urge you to finalize the carbon 

pollution standard for new power plants, move forward with a rule to reduce carbon pollution from 

existing power plants, and urge you to elevate climate solutions to the top tier of your domestic agenda. 

 

With your leadership, we can establish a new American legacy that we can all be proud of. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Maryland Delegate James W. Hubbard   
Assistant Majority Leader 
Chairman, NCEL Board of Directors

Alaska State Representative Beth Kerttula 
Minority Leader and NCEL Board Of Directors 
 
Arizona State Senator Linda Lopez   
 
Arkansas State Representative Greg Leding  
Minority Leader  
 
Colorado State Senator Lucia Guzman  
President Pro Tem  
 
California State Senator Fran Pavley  
Chair, Senate Natural Resources Committee  
 
California State Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson   
 
Colorado State Senator Irene Aguilar  
Assistant Majority Leader  
 
Colorado State Senator Jeanne Nicholson  
Caucus Chair 
 
Colorado State Senator Angela Giron   



 
Colorado State Senator Matt Jones   
 
Colorado State Senator John Kefalas   
 
Colorado State Senator Andy Kerr    
 
Colorado State Senator Nancy Todd  
 
Colorado State Representative Beth McCann  
Majority Whip  
 
Colorado State Representative Max Tyler  
Chair, Transportation and Energy Committee  
 
Colorado State Representative Randy Fisher  
Chair, House Agriculture and Natural Resources  
 
Colorado State Representative Jonathan Singer  
Vice-Chair, House Local Government  
 
Colorado State Representative Edward Vigil  
Vice-Chair, House Agriculture, Livestock, & Natural Resources Committee  
 
Colorado State Representative Crisanta Duran   
 
Colorado State Representative Mike Foote   
 
Colorado State Representative Claire Levy   
 
Colorado State Representative Paul Rosenthal   
 
Connecticut State Senator Bob Duff 
 
Connecticut State Representative Matthew Lesser   
 
Delaware State Representative John Kowalko Jr.  
Chair, House Energy Committee  
 
Georgia State Senator Lester Jackson   

 
Georgia State Senator Nan Orrock  
Caucus Secretary  
 
Georgia State Representative Stephanie Benfield 
Retired 
 
Hawaii State Senator Laura Thielen   



 
Hawaii State Representative Cynthia Thielen  
Assistant Minority Leader  
 
Idaho State Representative Phylis King   
 
Idaho State Representative Shirley Ringo   
 
Illinois State Senator Mattie Hunter  
Majority Caucus Whip  
 
Illinois State Senator Daniel Bliss   
 
Illinois State Representative Barbara Currie  
Majority Leader  
 
Illinois State Representative Sara Feigenholtz   
 
Illinois State Representative Robyn Gabel   
 
Illinois State Representative Naomi Jakobsson   
 
Illinois State Representative Karen May   
 
Illinois State Representative Michelle Mussman   
 
Illinois State Representative Elaine Nekritz   
 
Illinois State Representative Ann Williams   
 
Illinois State Representative Paul Froehlich 
Retired 
 
Illinois State Representative Ricca Slone Former  
Retired 
 
Indiana State Senator Vi Simpson 
Retired 
 
Indiana State Representative Matt Pierce  
  
Iowa State Senator Pam Jochum  
President of the Senate  
 
Iowa State Senator Joe Bolkcom 
Majority Whip  
 
Iowa State Senator Daryl Beall   



 
Iowa State Senator Dennis Black   
 
Iowa State Senator Rob Hogg   
 
Iowa State Representative Marti Anderson   
 
Iowa State Representative Curt Hanson   
 
Iowa State Representative Chuck Isenhart  
Ranking Member, Environmental Protection Committee  
 
Iowa State Representative Beth Wessel-Kroeschell  
Ranking Member, Human Resources Committee  
 
Iowa State Representative Dan Kelley    
 
Iowa State Representative Sharon Steckman   
 
Iowa State Representative John Wittneben   
 
Kentucky State Representative Thomas Burch   
 
Kentucky State Representative Jim Wayne   
 
Maine State Representative Jon Hinck  
Minority Lead on Energy, Utilities & Technology Committee  
 
Maine State Representative Sharon Treat  
Chair, House Insurance & Financial Services Committee  
 
Maine State Representative Joan Welsh  
Chair, Environment and Natural Resources Committee 
 
Maine State Representative Bruce MacDonald  
Chair, House Education Committee  
 
Maine State Representative Richard Farnsworth  
Chair, House Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services Committee 
 
Maine State Representative Chuck Kruger  
Co-Chair, Government Oversight Committee  
 
Maine State Representative Elizabeth Dickerson    
 
Maine State Representative Linda Sanborn   
 
Maine State Representative Roberta Beavers   



 
Maine State Representative Henry Beck     
 
Maine State Representative Seth Berry   
 
Maine State Representative Andrea M. Boland   
 
Maine State Representative Sheryl Briggs   
 
Maine State Representative Alan Casavant   
 
Maine State Representative Katherine Cassidy   
 
Maine State Representative Ralph Chapman   
 
Maine State Representative Ben Chipman   
 
Maine State Representative Janice Cooper   
 
Maine State Representative Alex Cornell du Houx   
 
Maine State Representative Michael Devin 
 
Maine State Representative Elizabeth Dickerson   
 
Maine State Representative Jeff Evangelos   
 
Maine State Representative Sara Gideon   
 
Maine State Representative Paul Gilbert   
 
Maine State Representative Gay Grant   
 
Maine State Representative Scott Hamann   
 
Maine State Representative Denise Harlow   
 
Maine State Representative Craig Hickman   
 
Maine State Representative Brian Hubbell   
 
Maine State Representative Melissa Innes   
 
Maine State Representative Brian Jones   
 
Maine State Representative Erik C. Jorgensen   
 
Maine State Representative Walter A. Kumiega   



 
Maine State Representative Karen Kusiak   
 
Maine State Representative Michel Lajoie   
 
Maine State Representative Nathan Libby    
 
Maine State Representative Thomas Longstaff   
 
Maine State Representative Anne-Marie Mastraccio   
 
Maine State Representative Paul McGowan   
 
Maine State Representative Wayne Mitchell  
 
Maine State Representative Kimberly Monaghan-Derrig   
 
Maine State Representative Matthew Moonen   
 
Maine State Representative Mary Nelson   
 
Maine State Representative William Noon   
 
Maine State Representative Ann Peoples   
 
Maine State Representative Jane Pringle   
 
Maine State Representative Margaret R. Rotundo   
 
Maine State Representative Diane Russell   
 
Maine State Representative Deane Rykerson  
 
Maine State Representative Linda Sanborn   
 
Maine State Representative John Schneck   
 
Maine State Representative Robert Saucier   
 
Maine State Representative Ryan Tipping-Spitz   
 
Maine State Representative Robert Duchesne  
Retired 
 
Maryland State Senator Brian Frosh  
Chair, Judicial Proceedings Committee  
 
Maryland State Senator Karen Montgomery   



 
Maryland State Senator Paul Pinsky   
 
Maryland State Delegate Elizabeth Bobo  
Chair, Land Use and Ethics Sub-committee  
 
Maryland State Delegate Tom Hucker  
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Federal Relations  
 
Maryland State Delegate Al Carr   
 
Maryland State Delegate Ariana Kelly   
 
Maryland State Delegate Stephen Lafferty   
 
Massachusetts State Senator Mike Barrett   
 
Massachusetts State Senator William Brownsberger   
 
Massachusetts State Senator James Eldridge   
 
Massachusetts State Senator Barry Finegold   
 
Massachusetts State Senator Patricia Jehlen   
 
Massachusetts State Senator Daniel Wolf   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Frank Smizik  
Chair, House Committee on Global Warming and Climate Change  
 
Massachusetts State Representative Jennifer Benson   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Paul Brodeur    
 
Massachusetts State Representative Gailanne Cariddi   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Thomas Conroy   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Atkins Cory   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Lori Ehrich   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Sean Garballey    
 
Massachusetts State Representative Jonathon Hecht   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Louis Kafka   
 



Massachusetts State Representative Jay Kaufman    
 
Massachusetts State Representative Kay Khan   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Peter Kocot   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Jason Lewis   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Timothy Madden   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Liz Malia   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Paul Mark    
 
Massachusetts State Representative Denise Provost   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Thomas Sannicandro    
 
Massachusetts State Representative Paul Schmid   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Carl Sciortino   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Thomas Stanley   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Benjamin Swan   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Walter Timilty   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Cleon Turner   
 
Massachusetts State Representative Chris Walsh   

 
Michigan State Senator Glenn Anderson  
Vice Chair of Appropriations  
 
Michigan State Senator Bert Johnson   
 
Michigan State Representative Mark Meadows  
Assistant Democratic Leader  
 
Michigan State Representative Fred Durhal   
 
Michigan State Representative Jeff Irwin   
 
Michigan State Representative David Knezek   
 
Michigan State Representative Jon Switalski   
 



Michigan State Representative Jim Townsend  
 
Minnesota State Senator John Marty  
Chair, Senate Environment and Energy Committee  
 
Minnesota State Senator D. Scott Dibble   
 
Minnesota State Senator Chris Eaton   
 
Minnesota State Senator Ann Rest   
 
Minnesota State Senator Katie Sieben   
 
Minnesota State Senator Chuck Wiger   
 
Minnesota State Representative Frank Hornstein  
Chair, Transportation Finance Committee  
 
Minnesota State Representative Melissa Hortman  
Chair, Energy Policy Committee  
 
Minnesota State Representative Phyllis Kahn  
Chair, Legacy Committee  
 
Minnesota State Representative Tina Liebling  
Chair Designee, Health and Human Services Policy  
 
Minnesota State Representative Jean Wagenius  
Chair, Committee Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture Finance Committee 
 
Minnesota State Representative David Bly   
 
Minnesota State Representative Lyndon Carlson   
 
Minnesota State Representative Andrew Falk   
 
Minnesota State Representative Rick Hansen   
 
Minnesota State Representative Alice Hausman   
 
Minnesota State Representative Sheldon Johnson   
 
Minnesota State Representative John Lesch   
 
Minnesota State Representative Joe Mullery   
 
Minnesota State Representative Michael Paymar   
 



Minnesota State Representative Linda Slocum   
 
Minnesota State Representative John Ward   
 
Minnesota State Representative Sandy Rummel  
Retired 
 
Mississippi State Representative David Baria  
Democratic Whip  
 
Missouri State Representative Margo McNeil   
 
Missouri State Representative Jeanette Oxford   
 
Montana State Senator Tom Facey   
 
Montana State Senator Sue Malek   
 
Montana State Representative Margie MacDonald  
Minority Whip  
 
Montana State Representative Virginia Court   
 
Montana State Representative Ellie Hill   
 
Montana State Representative Mary McNally   
 
Montana State Representative Kathleen Williams   
 
Nebraska State Senator Ken Haar   
 
Nebraska State Senator Donald Preister   
 
New Hampshire State Senator Richard Russman 
Retired 
 
New Hampshire State Representative Robert "Renny" Cushing   
 
New Jersey State Senator Bob Smith  
Chair, Energy & Environment Committee  
 
New Jersey Assembly Member Reed Gusciora   
 
New Mexico State Senator Dede Feldman   
 
New Mexico State Senator Stephen Fischmann   
 
New Mexico State Senator Eric Griego   



 
New Mexico State Senator Daniel Ivey-Soto   
 
New Mexico State Senator Peter Wirth   
 
New Mexico State Representative Gail Chasey  
Chair, House Consumer and Public Affairs  
 
New Mexico State Representative Mimi Stewart  
Chair, Health & Government Affairs  
 
New Mexico State Representative William O'Neill   
 
New York State Senator Daniel Squadron  
Deputy Floor Leader  
 
New York State Senator Liz Krueger  
Ranking Member, Finance Committee  
 
New York Assemblymember Jeffrey Dinowitz  
Chair, Consumer Affairs and Protection Committee  
 
New York Assemblymember Steve Englebright  
Chair, Assembly Committee on Governmental Operations  
 
New York Assemblymember Richard N. Gottfried  
Chair, Committee on Health 
 
New York Assemblymember Donna Lupardo  
Chair, Legislative Commission on Science & Technology  
 
New York Assemblymember Barbara Lifton  
Chair, Assembly Steering Committee  
 
New York Assemblymember Ellen Jaffee   
 
New York Assemblymember Brian Kavanagh   
 
New York Assemblymember Linda B. Rosenthal   
 
North Carolina State Senator Ellie Kinnaird   
 
North Carolina State Representative Ray Rapp  
Minority Whip  
 
North Carolina State Representative Kelly Alexander   
 
North Carolina State Representative Alice Bordsen   



 
North Carolina State Representative Jean Farmer-Butterfield   
 
North Carolina State Representative Susan Fisher   
 
North Carolina State Representative Rick Glazier    
 
North Carolina State Representative Pricey Harrison   
NCEL Board of Directors 
 
North Carolina State Representative Verla Insko   
 
North Carolina State Representative Annie Mobley   
 
North Carolina State Representative Deborah Ross   
 
North Carolina State Representative Joe Hackney   
Retired 
 
North Dakota State Senator Tim Mathern   
 
Ohio State Senator Edna Brown  
Assistant Minority Whip  
 
Ohio State Senator Michael Skindell   
 
Ohio State Representative Nickie Antonio  
Chair, Women's House Caucus   
 
Ohio State Representative Nicholas Celebrezze   
 
Ohio State Representative Denise Driehaus   
 
Ohio State Representative Teresa Fedor   
 
Ohio State Representative Mike Foley   
 
Ohio State Representative Robert Hagan  
 
Ohio State Representative Matt Lundy   
 
Ohio State Representative Dennis Murray   
 
Oregon State Senator Jackie Dingfelder   
 
Oregon State Senator Floyd Prozanski   
 
Oregon State Senator Elizabeth Steiner Hayward   



 
Oregon State Representative Tobias Read  
Majority Whip  
 
Oregon State Representative Jules Bailey  
Chair, House Committee on Energy Environment and Water  
 
Oregon State Representative Alissa Keny-Guyer   
 
Pennsylvania State Senator Daylin Leach  
Chair, Pennsylvania Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee  
 
Pennsylvania State Senator Judy Schwank   
 
Pennsylvania State Senator Sean Wiley   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Steve Santarsiero  
Chair, SEPA Delegation  
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Mike Sturla  
Chair, House Democratic Policy Committee  
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Ryan Bizzarro   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Brendan Boyle   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Matt Bradford   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Tim Briggs   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Patrick Harkins   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Erin Molchany   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Phyllis Mundy   
 
Pennsylvania State Representative Gregory Vitali   
 
Rhode Island State Senator David Bates  
Minority Whip  
 
Rhode Island State Senator Lou DiPalma  
1st Vice Chair, Senate Finance Committee; Secretary  
 
Rhode Island State Representative Raymond Gallison, Jr 
Chair, Veteran’s Affair Committee 
 
 



Rhode Island State Representative Joseph McNamara  
Chair, Committee on Health and Education  
 
Rhode Island State Representative Arthur Handy   
 
Rhode Island State Representative Ray Hull   
 
Rhode Island State Representative Deborah Ruggiero   
 
Rhode Island State Representative Teresa Tanzi   
 
South Dakota State Representative Marc Feinstein   
 
Tennessee State Representative Brenda Gilmore  

 
Tennessee State Representative Karen Camper 
Chair, Veterans and Women's Caucus'  
 
Texas State Senator Rodney Ellis   
 
Texas State Senator Kirk Watson   
 
Texas State Representative Lon Burnam  
Vice Chair, Texas House Energy Caucus  
 
Texas State Representative Dawnna Dukes   
 
Texas State Representative Jessica Farrar   
 
Texas State Representative Helen Giddings 
 
Texas State Representative Mary González    
 
Texas State Representative Donna Howard   
 
Texas State Representative Elliott Naishtat 
 
Texas State Representative Ron Reynolds   
 
Texas State Representative Eddie Rodriguez   
 
Utah State Representative Rebecca Chavez-Houck  
Assistant Minority Whip   
 
Utah State Representative Patrice Arent   
 
Vermont State Senator Virginia Lyons   
 



Vermont State Senator Dick McCormack  
 
Vermont State Representative Tony Klein   
 
Virginia State Senator A. Donald McEachin  
Chair, Senate Democratic Caucus  
 
Virginia State Senator Barbara Favola   
 
Virginia State Senator Mary Margaret Whipple   
Retired 
 
Virginia State Delegate David Toscano 
House Minority Leader  
 
Virginia State Delegate Patrick Hope   
 
Virginia State Delegate Kaye Kory   
 
Washington State Senator Maralyn Chase   
 
Washington State Senator Mary Lou Dickerson   
 
Washington State Senator David Frockt   
 
Washington State Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles Chair  
 
Washington State Senator Kevin Ranker   
 
Washington State Senator Christine Rolfes   
 
Washington State Representative Joe Fitzgibbon  
Deputy Whip  
 
Washington State Representative John McCoy  
Chair, Technology, Energy and Communications Committee  
 
Washington State Representative Jessyn Farrell   
 
Washington State Representative Marko Liias   
 
Washington State Representative Mary Helen Roberts   
 
Wisconsin State Senator Chris Larson  
Minority Leader  
 
Wisconsin State Senator Tim Cullen   
 



Wisconsin State Senator John Lehman   
 
Wisconsin State Senator Mark Miller   
 
Wisconsin State Senator Fred Risser   

 
Wisconsin State Senator Spencer Coggs   
Retired 
 
Wisconsin State Representative Penny Bernard-Schaber   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Fred Clark   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Gary Hebl   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Brett Hulsey   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Cory Mason   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Sondy Pope-Roberts   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Jon Richards   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Janis Ringhand   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Christine Sinicki   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Chris Taylor   
 
Wisconsin State Representative Mandy Wright 
 
Wisconsin State Representative Robert Turner   
Retired 
 
Wisconsin State Representative Kelda Roys   
Retired 
 
Wisconsin State Representative Louis Molepske   
Retired 
 
 
 


